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“PME has stagnated, focused more on the accomplishment of mandatory credit at the expense of lethality and ingenuity.” – Sec Mattis, 2018 National Defense Strategy

1.  Introduction

This course is a reading intensive elective where a student is provided the opportunity to create their own reading syllabus given very broad general categories of study.    Each class will have a different theme (ie. “leadership”, or “science”) and students will be given the latitude to choose the reading material associated with the given topic based on their own interest.  The topics are purposely not of a specific military nature, thereby broadening the student’s exposure to new ideas, concepts, and ways of thinking.  

Each student will have chosen different material relating to the given topic and the classroom setting will focus on the student presenting a 10-15 minute overview, Q&A, guided discussion, and/or practical application showcasing and exposing the larger class to what they learned.   Allowing each student to decide their own reading material and then convening in class to present what they have learned has three tangible benefits: a maximum exposure to new ideas, places the officer in the role of both student and teacher, and offers the best chance for the officers to make new and novel connections of ideas. Students will submit their self-generated syllabus to the instructors for consideration and approval no later than 18 December 2018.  
2.  Student Learning Outcomes 

1.1.  Comprehend a breadth of new material not usually discussed or explored in traditional professional military education curriculum.    

1.2.  Explore new and unique ways of condensing and presenting information in a time constrained environment.  

1.3.  Understand and develop new and novel connections between divergent and seemingly unrelated pieces of information
3.  Supporting Educational Objectives.


a. Comprehend the roles that factors such as geopolitics, geostrategy, society, region, culture, and religion play in shaping planning and execution of joint force operations across the range of military operations, to include traditional and irregular warfare. (JPME 4f)


b. Comprehend the role of the Profession of Arms in the contemporary environment. (JPME 6a)


c. Comprehend the ethical dimension of operational leadership and the challenges that it may present when considering the Profession of Arms. (JPME 6c)


d. Communicate with clarity and precision. (JMPE 6e)


e. Analyze the importance of adaption and innovation on military planning and operations.  (JMPE 6f)
4.  Student Requirements / Schedule

a. Class 1, Topic: Innovation, 4 January 2019, 


(1) Requirements: 

a. 1300-1400

i. Each student will give a 5 minute introduction about themselves and then participate in a team building exercise lead by the instructors.  
ii. Students and instructors will review course expectations and requirements. 
iii. Students will arrive at class having read no less than 200 pages on the topic of innovation.  Each student will have prepared a 10-15 minute overview / presentation that covers what they read.    

b. 1400-1500
i. MajGen Mullen, CG TECOM, will come and give an hour long PME on reading.  In the event that he is unable to attend, students will continue with their innovation presentation.  

b. Class 2, Topic: Leadership, 8 January 2019


(1) Requirements:  Students will come to class having read no less than 200 pages relating to the topic of leadership.  Students will have prepared a 10-15 minute presentation, conversation, and/or Q&A session highlighting and explaining what they read from their reading.  Students are encouraged to explore unique ways of presenting information to the class.  




(2) Location: Classroom

c. Class 3, Topic: Ethics/Philosophy, 10 January 2018


(1) Requirements: Students will come to class having read no less than 200 pages relating to the topic of ethics/philosophy.  Students will have prepared a 10-15 minute presentation, conversation, and/or Q&A session highlighting and explaining what they read from their reading.  Students are encouraged to explore unique ways of presenting information to the class.  


(2) Location: TBD 





d. Class 4, Topic: Contemporary Issues, 14 January 2019, 


(1) Requirements: Students will come to class having read no less than 200 pages relating to any contemporary issue of their choice (global warming, education, immigration, health care, etc…).  Students will have prepared a 10-15 minute presentation, conversation, and/or Q&A session highlighting and explaining what they read from their reading.  Students are encouraged to explore unique ways of presenting information to the class.  


(2) Location: TBD



  e. Class 5, Topic: Science, 16 January 2019 
   

(1) Requirements: Students will come to class having read no less than 200 pages relating to any field of scientific study (biology, cosmology, chemistry, particle physics, etc…).  Students will have prepared a 10-15 minute presentation, conversation, and/or Q&A session highlighting and explaining what they read from their reading.  Students are encouraged to explore unique ways of presenting information to the class.  


(2) Location: TBD  



f. Class 6, Topic: Art, 22 January 2019 


(1) Requirements: Students will come to class having read no less than 200 pages relating to art.  Students will have prepared a 10-15 minute presentation, conversation, and/or Q&A session highlighting and explaining what they read from their reading.  Students are encouraged to explore unique ways of presenting information to the class.  


(2) Location: TBD







g. Class 7, Topic: The Mind, 24 January 2019 


(1) Requirements: Students will come to class having read no less than 200 pages relating to the mind (consciousness, psychology, decision making, creativity, neuroscience, etc…).  Students will have prepared a 10-15 minute presentation, conversation, and/or Q&A session highlighting and explaining what they read from their reading.  Students are encouraged to explore unique ways of presenting information to the class.  


(2) Location: TBD




h. Class 8, Topic: Fiction/Poetry, 28 January 2019
(1) Requirements: Students will come to class having read no less than 200 pages 
from a work of fiction or poetry of their choice.  Students will have prepared a 10-15 minute presentation, conversation, and/or Q&A session highlighting and explaining what they read from their reading.  Students are encouraged to explore unique ways of presenting information to the class.  
(2) Location: TBD 




i. Class 9, Topic: The Future, 30 January 2019 
 
   
(1) Requirements: Students will come to class having read no less than 200 pages relating to the topic of the future.  Students will have prepared a 10-15 minute presentation, conversation, and/or Q&A session highlighting and explaining what they read from their reading.  Students are encouraged to explore unique ways of presenting information to the class.  


(2) Location: The Krulak Center

j. Class 10, Topic: Free Pic, 1 February 2019


(1) Requirements: Students will come to class having read no less than 200 pages relating to any topic of their choice though they will be encourage to read something that someone else presented earlier in the course.  Students will have prepared a 10-15 minute presentation, conversation, and/or Q&A session highlighting and explaining what they read from their reading.  Students are encouraged to explore unique ways of presenting information to the class.  


(2) Location: TBD
4.  Assessment
      (a) Seminar Presentations (40%) – Each week, students will give a 10-15 minute presentation highlighting, summarizing, and explaining the works / books they read.  They will then have 10 minutes to answer questions and provide amplifying information based on other students’ feedback / comments.    

      (b) Seminar Participation (40%) – Students will be evaluated on their worthwhile contributions to the weekly discussion.  They will be graded not just on the frequency of their comments, but also their ability to make connections between the works presented and their own ideas.  

      (c)  Commonplace Notebook (10%) – Students will be required to keep a handwritten commonplace notebook.  This notebook will be reviewed periodically by the instructor.  Exact format and content of the commonplace notebook will be determined by the student.  

      (d) Course Paper (10%) – students will prepare one 2-3 page paper at the end of the course discussing a potential innovative solution to a contemporary military problem or situation.    
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	TOTAL HOURS

	
	
	20
	
	
	
	
	40
	60


Submitted by:




Reviewed and Approved:

_______________________________
_______________________________
FRANCIS H. MARLO, PH.D.

CHARLES D. MCKENNA, PH.D.

ELECTIVES COORDINATOR

DEAN OF ACADEMICS

“I have reviewed this material and it is in conformance with MCU Policy Letter 04-06, use of copyrighted material.”

_________________________________
_______________

LYNN TESSER, PH.D.


DATE

COPYRIGHT CONTROL MANAGER
PAGE  
3

